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Habitation. — Apropos of Mr Cushing's discovery of the re- 
mains of supposed pile dwellings in Florida, it is interesting to 
learn from Mr H. A. Ernst, of Youngstown, Ohio, that the Sem- 
inoles in the Everglades erect in every " shach " or hut one or 
more tables, using the corner posts as supports. In a photo- 
graph in the United States National Museum the table resem- 
bles a floor raised some feet above the ground. 

The use of these strongly built tables is obvious. When one 
visits a camp of the Seminoles he observes that they do not sit 
up to a table, but sit on it, sometimes 15 or 20 persons at a time. 
The pot of " sofka " or corn soup is in the center, and the large 
wooden spoon is passed around to the men and children, the 
women afterward eating by themselves. The Seminoles select 
dry places for their camps, and do not erect their tables upon 
piles in the water. When hunting, the men rest on the Ever- 
glade islands. 

O. T. Mason. 



